PARISH COUNCIL

Annual Report
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The Parish of Whiteley

Whiteley Parish is within Winchester
District Council.

Two thirds of the parish is woodland and
fields, with Di mmocks
east with the railway as the boundary,
Stoneyfield Copse, Quindell Golf Course

and Skylark Meadows lie on the eastern
boundary, Waterclose Copse and Bridge
Copse lie on the north boundary.

The western boundary runs from Whiteley
Cottages on Whiteley Lane, around
Quaveys Copse through to Thyme Avenue,
Gull Coppice onto Rookery Avenue and
across the motorway to follow the line of
the railway around Segensworth North,
across Whiteley Lane to join Skylark
Meadows to the north.

Skylark Meadows

This encloses the business park, shopping
village, Segensworth North industrial
estate, and residential areas around Leafy
Lane, Marjoram Way, Thyme Avenue,
Bluebell Way and Skylark Meadows,
approximately 1400 households.

The Parish Council gained Quality
Parish Status in 2007 and
comprises 11 Councillors who are
QUALITY elected every four years.
PARISH
COUNCIL

Councillors are unpaid and are governed
by a mandatory code of conduct which
includes obligations to act in an appropriate
manner.

T Parlsh Cioun(:lllp ﬁ:wdes a Ioca ﬁlce
for Its 1 reS|dents each arlshrbouncn iffers
in the work it carries out. The majority of
the work carried out by Whiteley Parish
Council is through its committees: Strategic
Development and Policy, Finance,
Recreation and General Purpose, Planning
and Highways and Transport, there are
also working parties for specific projects
such as the Whiteley Voice magazine

The Parish Council has representatives for
a number of outside organisations: The
Board of Hampshire Association of Local
Councils, Winchester City Council
Standards Board, Parish Partnership
Forum — a police liaison forum, Safer

Neighbourhood Panel, O der Peopl e’ s
Forum, Rights of Way, Passenger
Transport, and a very active Environment
Champion.
The Parish Council also
works closely with
National Association of
Local Councils (NALC)
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Leafy Lane notice board

The Parish Council has notice boards on
the Parkway and Rookery Avenue bus
shelters, in Thyme Avenue, Leafy Lane,

Marjoram Way and outside the

Meadowside Centre, it also has a website
and produces a regular magazine, The
Whiteley Voice which is distributed to all

residents of Whiteley.

Parish Council website
The Parish Council website aims to keep

residents up to date with its work:
www.whiteleypc.info
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school, shops and plenty of recreation space, all
surrounded by protected woodland.
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Apply for a grant

Whiteley Voice May
Edition

The Parish Council was founded in 2003 to provide
the residents of Whiteley with a local voice.
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Contacting the Council

Residents are very welcome to contact
Councillors informally; formal enquiries
should be made to Clerk.

Tel 01329 835019
Email parish.clerk@whiteleypc.info

Whiteley Voice Newsletter

The Parish Council is continuing to develop
the Whiteley Voice which is delivered to all
Whiteley households.
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The Whiteley Voice working party
welcomes news from local organisations
and has developed close links with
Whiteley Primary School and Henry Cort
Community College with the aim of
promoting our excellent local schools.

The Whiteley Voice is a continually
evolving publication and is looking to both
increase the content of the magazine and
the advertising revenue to eventually
become a self funding project.

The Parish Council is grateful for the
sponsorship of Whiteley Village, Robinson
Reade Estate Agents and local
businesses.

Chairmandés overview

The Par i s haim@doimpoovelthe s
quality of life for its residents by working
closely with the community and appropriate
service providers. The Parish Council has
developed strategies based on 2008 Parish
Plan. and action plans to allow progress to
be monitored, and | am pleased to provide
a short report on the key objectives for
2009/10.

Provide a youth facility at Meadowside.

Work on this project is ongoing, part of the
redevelopment of Whiteley Village includes
an extension to Meadowside Leisure
Centre, a large space that can be


http://www.whiteleypc.info/

developed for use by young people and
other community uses.

Consider options and make decision on
whether to accept the devolution of
management of Meadowside recreation
ground, skatepark, play areas and other
open spaces from Winchester City
Council to the Parish Council.

The maintenance costs of Meadowside
recreation ground, play areas and all open
spaces are currently paid for through a
devel opers’ fund Shet
annual maintenance cost is currently
around £100,000. The fund will be
exhausted in a few years and the costs will
fall on residents. Winchester City Council
will either devolve the responsibilities to the
Parish Council or charge residents directly
through the Council Tax.

Both options will create a similar significant
additional cost to residents, if the Parish
Council adopts the areas it will provide
advantages of local management and
accountability.

Discussions are still ongoing to determine
the extent and value of the work involved.

Consider the Whiteley Village re-
development proposals and pursue the
timely provision of community facilities
including Parish Council hub and
library.

Work is expected to start on redeveloping
Whiteley Village later this year,
negotiations regarding the community
facilities have been taking place on a
regular basis together with meetings with
HCC to discuss library provision. Budget
cuts mean a conventional library is very
unlikely but other formats of lending and
information provision are being explored.

Complete sculpture bench project with
Henry Cort and Whiteley Primary
Schools.

The bench has provided a conversation
point during its construction. There is still

up 20 years

some remedial work to carry out following
problems with the quality of the concrete.

Sculpture bench on Meadowside Recreation Ground
ago.

The bench has achieved a great sense of
ownership as lots of Whiteley children have
been involved with the project or know
other children who were involved.

Continue to campaign for existing
distributor roads at Yew Tree Drive and
Rookery Avenue to be opened as
quickly as possible to all traffic.

Following extensive campaigning by the
Parish Council for Yew Tree Drive to be
opened, HCC carried out a further
consultation with residents and businesses.
The results of this are expected to be made
public in the autumn. It is hoped that the
higher authorities will agree to at least a
trial opening of Yew Tree Drive to all traffic.

Yew Tree Drive bus gate

Continue planning with Winchester City
Council and other bodies to establish
immediate and future infrastructure
requirements in North Whiteley
including Whiteley Way, primary and
secondary Schools.

The Parish Council welcomed Winchester
City Council s

establ
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Whiteley Development Forum to discuss
issues regarding the proposed extension to
Whiteley. However it will continue to liaise
directly with developer interests to ensure
the infrastructure needs are given sufficient
priority.

Continue to lobby Hampshire County
Council and Winchester City Council to
improve bus services and public
transport links.

Following extensive campaigning by the
Parish Council a number of new routes
were devised and costed. Hampshire
County Council was unsuccessful in a
grant application to assist with the cost of
providing new routes and has advised
there is no other funding available to
improve services in the short term. This is
disappointing and the Parish Council will
continue to campaign for better services for
residents.

Improve pedestrian access to Whiteley
Primary School.

The Parish Council is working on a project
to improve the surface of the Gull Coppice
footpath to make it more user friendly. The
Council is also continuing its campaign for
a pedestrian crossing on Yew Tree Drive
for use by all residents.

The proposals to create a path through
woodland to the school from Rookery
Avenue are not supported due to the
impact of the path on protected woodland
and also as the adjoining pavements are
too narrow and the path will encourage
more parents to drive to school and park in
Rookery Avenue.

The Council held its 7" Annual Parish
Assembly on 11" May, this is always a
great community building event. If you
have not attended in the past make a note
to come next year!

Mike Evans
Chairman Whiteley Parish Council

Committee Reports

Strategic Development and
Policy Committee

This Committee deals with strategic issues
such as overseeing the planning process
for Whiteley Village redevelopment and
plans for North Whiteley.

It is also working with Winchester City
Council and Hampshire County Council to
secure a community hub for Whiteley
together with development of a facility for
young people.

The Committee is exploring the possibility
of devolution of the management of
Meadowside Recreation Ground, the
skatepark and play areas in Whiteley. The
running costs for these are currently met
through developer’
fund will be exhausted in the next few
years which will result in increased costs
for residents.

S

Planning Commitee

Between May 2009 and April 2010 the
Planning Committee considered and
responded to 35 planning applications in
the Parish.

Objections were raised to proposals for 54
new houses on Bluebell Way due to the
lack of primary school places and
incomplete roads. Unfortunately as outline
permission was granted many years ago
Winchester City Council was unwilling to
refuse permission.

Plot9 Plot 10

Plot 8

Copies of planning applications are
available to view locally by contacting the
Clerk - no need to travel to Winchester.
Many applications are also available to
view online on Winchester City Council's
website: www.winchester.gov.uk. (Use the
public access link.)

contri



Recreation and General
Purposes Committee

The Recreation and General Purposes
Committee deals with general maintenance
requests which affect Whiteley open
spaces and play parks.

During the last year the Committee has
overseen the refurbishment of several play
areas in Whiteley, before work started
residents of nearby properties were
consulted on options for the areas which
has resulted in some more exiting
equipment

 New play ipment at Cheshire Close

The Committee worked Whiteley Primary
School, Henry Cort Community College
and artist Russell Jacubowski to create a
sculpture bench installation on
Meadowside Recreation Ground. The
project presented a number of challenges
which have taken time to resolve.

The Committee is also a contact point for
the Meon Valley Safer Neighbourhood
Panel (SNP). If you have any community
safety concerns which you feel should be
addressed please come along to a
Committee meeting, or contact any
Councillor or Parish Clerk Nicki Oliver.

Highways and Transport
Committee

This Committee reviews road and street
light maintenance issues and ensures
requests are completed.

During 2009/10 the Committee has
campaigned for public transport
improvements in response to requests from

residents, Hampshire County Council
devised a number of new routes but has
been unable to secure funding to
implement improvements.

Improvements to the availability of
information on existing services has also
been sought from Hampshire County
Council as the timetables are confusing.

The Committee noted the response to
Hampshire County
with East Whiteley residents on whether
alterations to Leafy Lane and Bader Way
should be carried out to deter through
traffic, the response to the consultation was
inconclusive and HCC decided not to
pursue the work.

The Committee is preparing a plan to
demonstrate how access into and out of
Whiteley can be improved, it will also cover
action needed to allow emergency access
should key routes be blocked.

The Committee has requested grit bins in a
number of locations which HCC will
consider for installation in the autumn of
2010.

Finance Committee

The Finance Committee reviews the
Council's income and expenditure on a
regular basis, it also discusses applications
from local organisations seeking funding
assistance and makes recommendations to
Full Council.

The Committee sets the budget or precept
for the following financial year; this is the
amount of money that the Council requests
Winchester City Council to raise on behalf
of the Parish Council through the Council
Tax.

The Parish Council is able to consider
grants from local organisation working in
the community.

Application forms and terms and conditions
are available to download from the Parish
Council website or on request from the
Clerk.

Details of grants made last year and the
end of year accounts are set out below.
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Grants made in 2009/10

Meon Valley £200 towards
CAB running costs
Meon Valley £400 towards
Sop v Home Start running costs
Whiteley £500 towards
Wanderers new away strip
Junior Football
Club
Henry Cort £625 towards
Community musical
College instruments for
college and
community use
2008/9 2009/10 Accounts 2009/10
Income
£26,252 | Precept £40,595
203 | Training refund
4,750 | Parish Plan grants
£1,000 | Grants for map board
£2,000 | Grant for sculpture benches
£6,745 | HCC grant made in error
HCC Climate Change grant £200
£2,125 | Whiteley Voice advertising £2,238
687 | Interest £20
329 | Vat reimbursements £1,745
£44,091 | Total income £44,798
Expenditure
£15,126 | Employment £13,630
£5,370 | General Administration £4,765
£850 | S. 137 Payments: Grants £1,225
Other grants £700
HCC repay grant made in error £6,745
Projects 2008/9 2009/10
Parish Plan £6,382 Nil
Map boards £3,750 Nil
Dog bins £675 £580
Maintain benches £485 Nil
Sculpture bench Nil £7,150
Climate Change Nil £15
Newsletter £5,150 £5,530
£17,072 | Bus Shelters £630 £630 £13,905
£867 | Councillor allowances / training £890
£356 | Chai rman’s all owan £349
£1,745 | VAT £339
6 | Roundup
£41,392 | Total Expenditure £42,548
GENERAL FUND
£20,306 | Balance at 1 April £23,005
£44,091 | Add: Total Income £44,798
£64,397 £67,803
-£41,392 | Less: Total Expenditure -£42,548
Roundup -£1
£23,005 | Balance at 31 March £25,254

Whiteley Parish Council Contact

details

Chairman Mike Evans

67 Rattigan Gardens PO15 7EB. Tel 01489 481365

Email mike.evans@whiteleypc.info

Chairman of Strategic Development and Policy

Committee

Vice-Chairman David Jenkins

52 Sorrel Drive PO15 7JL. Tel 01489 480273

Email david.jenkins@whiteleypc.info
Chairman of Planning Committee

Councillors:

Vivian Achwal

92 Saffron Way PO15 7LW. Tel 01489 570199

Email vivian.achwal@whiteleypc.info

Colin Bielckus

1 Silvertrees,
Tel 01489 580433

Email colin.bielckus@whiteleypc.info
Chairman of Finance Committee

Roland Diffey

22 Leafy Lane Whiteley PO15 7HL
01489 564154
roland.diffey@whiteleypc.info

Kairen Goves

Lady

Betty’' s

45 Mollison Rise PO15 7JX. Tel 01489 880425

Email kairen.goves@whiteleypc.info
Whiteley Voice Editor
Chairman of Highways Committee

Brenda Hatch

49 Thyme Avenue PO15 7JX. Tel 01489 564685

Email brenda.hatch@whiteleypc.info

Brian Hughes

52 Mollison Rise PO15 7JX. Tel 07963 721660

Email brian.hughes@whiteleypc.info

Vice Chairman of Highways Committee

Al Menzies

43 Saffron Way PO15 7LG. Tel 01489 588501

Email al.menzies@whiteleypc.info
Whiteley Voice Editor

Vice Chairman of Recreation and GP Committee

Lydia Newman

34 Saffron Way Whiteley PO15 7LQ
07932 886671

Email lydia.newman@whiteleypc.info

Vice Chairman of Finance Committee

Pat Thew

52 Thyme Avenue PO15 7GE. Tel 01489 571463

Email pat.thew@whiteleypc.info

Chairman of Recreation and GP Committee

Parish Clerk
Nicki Oliver

Heatherdene, Turkey Island, Shedfield,
Southampton SO32 2JE. Tel 01329 835019

Email parish.clerk@whiteleypc.info
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