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A summary of some of the key findings of the Market Town Health Check 
 
Population profile 
 
The 2001 Census recorded statistics using ward boundaries which equates to the Parish boundary for Whiteley. For this 
study some comparisons have been made with WCCôs other óKey Hubsô: Whiteley, Bishops Waltham and Alresford. 
 

 
 
 
The average age of the population is the youngest of all the key hubs, 8 years younger than Bishops Waltham and 12 
years younger than Wickham and Alresford. 
 
 

 Age Structure (KS02) 2001 
Census   Whiteley Wickham 

Bishops 
Waltham Alresford Winchester 

South 
East England 

Mean age of population in the 
area Years 31.26 43.88 39.74 43.44 40 39.08 38.6 

Median age of population in the 
area Years 32 45 40 45 40 38 37 
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Approximated Social Grade  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Whiteley has a higher percentage of residents falling into the AB category (Higher and intermediate 
managerial/administrative/professional) than the other key hubs and fewer semi skilled and unemployed workers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approximated Social Grade (UV50) 2001 census Whiteley   Wickham   
Bishops 
Waltham   Alresford   

Winchest
er   

All People Aged 16 and over in Households 1722   2136   5079   4837   82107   

AB:  Higher and intermediate managerial / 
administrative / professional 778 45% 567 27% 1622 32% 1429 29% 27919 34% 

C1:  Supervisory,  clerical,  junior managerial / 
administrative / professional 613 36% 608 28% 1518 30% 1546 32% 25126 31% 

C2:  Skilled manual workers 166 10% 297 14% 760 15% 653 14% 9310 11% 

D:   Semi-skilled and unskilled manual workers 92 5% 264 12% 558 11% 536 11% 9135 11% 

E:   On state benefit, unemployed, lowest grade 
workers 73 4% 400 19% 621 12% 673 14% 10617 13% 
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Housing Statistics 
 
There are currently 2811 houses in Whiteley, 1426 in Fareham, 1385 in Winchester. 
 
Whiteley has a good mix of house types, a one bedroom flat in Angelica Way costs around £140,000 a three bed terrace £220K and a four 
bedroom family house in Lovage Way £300,000.  
 
Whiteley has a much lower percentage of social rented housing (3%) than the other Key Hubs ( Wickham 20%, Bishops Waltham 14%; Alresford 
12%;)Winchester District (16%) and the South East (14%) as the table below shows: 
 

2001 Census: Tenure (KS18)   Whiteley Wickham 
Bishops 
Waltham Alresford Winchester 

South 
East England 

All Households Count 916 1123 2649 2575 43132 3287489 20451427 

Owner occupied: Owns outright Count 113 395 833 983 13989 1028194 5969670 

Owner occupied: Owns outright Percentage 12.34 35.17 31.45 38.17 32.43 31.28 29.19 

Owner occupied: Owns with a mortgage or loan Count 683 377 1207 980 16298 1377520 7950759 

Owner occupied: Owns with a mortgage or loan Percentage 74.56 33.57 45.56 38.06 37.79 41.9 38.88 

Owner occupied: Shared ownership Count 3 3 11 18 130 25745 133693 

Owner occupied: Shared ownership Percentage 0.33 0.27 0.42 0.7 0.3 0.78 0.65 

Rented from: Council (local authority) Count 20 215 284 267 5047 241767 2702482 

Rented from: Council (local authority) Percentage 2.18 19.15 10.72 10.37 11.7 7.35 13.21 

Rented from: Housing Association / Registered Social Landlord Count 6 15 98 49 1841 217198 1238246 

Rented from: Housing Association / Registered Social Landlord Percentage 0.66 1.34 3.7 1.9 4.27 6.61 6.05 

Rented from: Private landlord or letting agency Count 79 71 138 168 3692 288190 1798864 

Rented from: Private landlord or letting agency Percentage 8.62 6.32 5.21 6.52 8.56 8.77 8.8 

Rented from: Other Count 12 47 78 110 2135 108875 657713 

Rented from: Other Percentage 1.31 4.19 2.94 4.27 4.95 3.31 3.22 

 
 
Whiteley has no specific housing provision for older people, warden assisted etc. 
 
Whiteley has a site for settled travellers on its boundary with Fareham, which HCC plans to expand.  This site has no footpath or public transport 
access to the facilities in Whiteley.
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Health and Social Care 
 

 
 
 

Limiting long-term illness   Whiteley Wickham 
Bishops 
Waltham Alresford Winchester 

South 
East England 

All People Count 2195 2621 6550 6020 107222 8000645 49138831 

People with a limiting long-term illness Count 150 518 960 902 15252 1237399 8809194 

People with a limiting long-term illness % 6.83 19.76 14.66 14.98 14.22 15.47 17.93 

People of working age with a limiting long-term illness Count 92 217 362 309 6101 521137 4014005 

People of working age with a limiting long-term illness % 5.71 14.02 9.22 9.05 9.23 10.63 13.29 

 
This is reflected in how people feel about their general health: 
 

Health    Whiteley Wickham 
Bishops 
Waltham Alresford Winchester 

South 
East England 

All People Count 2195 2621 6550 6020 107222 8000645 49138831 

General health:  Good Count 1811 1814 4871 4472 79993 5720436 33787361 

General health:  Good % 82.51 69.21 74.37 74.29 74.61 71.5 68.76 

General health:  Fairly good Count 311 619 1297 1214 20894 1710768 10915594 

General health:  Fairly good % 14.17 23.62 19.8 20.17 19.49 21.38 22.21 

General health:  Not good Count 73 188 382 334 6335 569441 4435876 

General health:  Not good % 3.33 7.17 5.83 5.55 5.91 7.12 9.03 

 
Whiteley has a busy GP surgery, more specialist care requires visits to QA hospital in 
Cosham, St Marys in Portsmouth, Southampton and Winchester hospitals all are at 
least 30 minutes away by car taking much longer if using public transport. 
 
Whiteley has fewer people with limiting long term illness than the other Key Hubs, 
Winchester District, the South East and nationally. 
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Sport and Leisure Facilities 
 
 
 

 

Open Spaces 
 

Whiteley has plenty of informal open space 
including Meadowside Recreation Ground 
and a number of woodland areas such as 
Round Coppice and Gull Coppice which are 
well used by local people. Round and Gull 
Coppice are managed by HCC.  Slightly 
longer walks lead to Lee Ground Coppice and 
Whiteley Pastures with Botley Wood beyond, 
there are a number of footpaths around these 
SSSI woodlands. The larger woodlands are 
managed by HCC and the Forestry 
Commission. 
 
Whiteley is also fortunate to have a good 
network of greenways, footpaths and cycle 
routes around both the business park and 
residential areas. 
 
  

 
Whiteley has good play area provision with 
play areas within easy walking distance of 
all houses in the óHerbsô area and óArea K.ô  
There is some provision in the Leafy Lane 
area with an under 8 play area in Cheshire 
Close and an under 12 play area in 
Mollison Rise.  
 
Whiteley has a shortfall of sports pitches 
for the size of the population. Meadowside 
Recreation Ground provides the only 
sports pitches for Whiteley. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Meadowside Leisure Centre is also 
a great facility for Whiteley, and 
increasingly well used.  Much of its 
success is due to the excellent 
manager James Wade. 
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Employment 
 

 
 
 
Whiteley has a far higher percentage of full time employees than for Winchester District and the 
wider area.  The percentage of retired residents is also considerably lower than the wider area. 
 
Whiteley has a very large business park which creates major traffic congestion in Whiteley.  
Despite the nearby business park, only 5% of Whiteley residents work locally which is much 
lower than for other larger settlements (Denmead 42.5%, Wickham 31.2%) * stats from 
Winchester District Economic and Employment Land study. 
 

 2001 Census Whiteley Winchester 
South 
East England 

People aged 16-74 % % % % 

Employees Full-time 63.85 41.55 43.22 40.81 

Employees Part-time 10.89 12.22 12.2 11.81 

Self-employed 8.93 10.9 9.58 8.32 

Unemployed 1.36 1.61 2.31 3.35 

Full-time student 1.60 3.91 2.71 2.58 

Retired 4.79 13.72 13.4 13.54 

Student 1.07 5.24 4.17 4.67 

Looking after home / family 5.44 6.16 6.55 6.52 

Permanently sick / disabled 0.71 2.45 3.45 5.3 

Economically inactive: Other 1.36 2.24 2.41 3.1 
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Transport 
 
Roads 
Whiteley has an incomplete road network creating increasing traffic congestion. Whiteley has one 
main route in from Junction 9 of the M27 and also Leafy Lane a residential feeder road which 
bears the brunt of commuter and residential traffic unwilling to use Junction 9. Leafy Lane 
endures up to 5000 vehicle movements per day which is clearly unsustainable. 
 
Fareham Borough Council has Local Plan policies preventing two distributor roads from being 
opened until a further road to the north is completed (Whiteley Way).  Completion of this road has 
been prevented by changes in legislation affecting the cost of land which wasnôt secured when 
Whiteley was planned. 
 
 

Buses 
Whiteley is poorly served by buses there is a service to Fareham from Whiteley Village during the 
day which takes about half an hour. Last bus to Fareham 5.30pm.  
 
To reach Portsmouth by bus to Fareham followed by train takes about 1.5 hours compared with 
30 mins by car. 
 
To reach Southampton by bus to Fareham followed by train takes between 1.08 and 1.33 hours 
compared with 30 mins by car. 
 
Following the opening of an £800K bus only link improvements in the bus service have been 
promised.  

 
Trains 
Swanwick railway station is about 1 ï 1.5 miles walk or cycle from Whiteley. From here there are 
35 services to Southampton and 34 to Portsmouth per day, similar service on Saturday with 17 
services per day to both Southampton and Portsmouth on Sunday. 
 

 
Education 
Whiteley has a very successful and popular primary school, it has been severely oversubscribed 
for a number of years,  as a result many children attend schools outside of Whiteley.  This is of 
great concern to parents who are unable to secure a place, problems reaching other schools are 
exacerbated by the incomplete road infrastructure. 
 
Anecdotal figures for this autumn suggest one in four reception aged children attend schools 
outside of Whiteley. 
 
A proposal by HCC in 2006 to build a church school on Meadowside Recreation Ground was 
unacceptable to both the Parish Council and Whiteley residents. 
 
Henry Cort is the designated secondary school for Whiteley children and has undergone 
significant expansion to cope with the extra pupils.  However, many parents are unwilling to take 
up places at the school preferring other options - a large number of Whiteley children attend 
Swanmore College of Technology. 
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Views of Whiteley residents  
 

During May 2008 a survey was sent to 2811 households in the Postal Address File 
for Whiteley (Winchester and Fareham residents). 1002 completed surveys were 
returned providing an overall response rate of 37%.  Road and transport questions 
were drawn up in partnership with HCC. 
 
A survey for young people was also included, 196 completed surveys were 
returned. 
 
 

Local road management  
 

Leafy Lane 
 

 
 
 

Rookery Avenue and Yew Tree Drive 
 
Residents were asked whether the two closed/ incomplete distributor roads should be opened, it 
was explained that the levels of traffic could increase as a result. 
 

 90% of all respondents support the opening of Yew Tree Drive or Rookery Avenue or both 
roads to all traffic.  

 

 14% wish to see peak time closures to prevent commuter rat-running.  
 

 5% of respondents feel that both roads should be open to buses only  
 

 3% of respondents wish both Rookery Avenue and Yew Tree Drive to remain closed to 
general traffic  

 

 
Residents were asked whether Leafy 
Lane should be closed at peak times or 
closed completely to reduce the impact 
of commuter traffic on residents. 
 
Three-quarters of the respondents 
(73%) want full access to be maintained 
 18% would prefer peak time closure of 
the road.  
 
Of respondents living in the Leafy Lane 
area, 57% would like to see peak time 
road closure, 20% no changes to the 
current arrangements, and 19% 
permanent closure of the road. 
 
Photo from WERA website 




