
                                                                                                                                                     

Yew Tree Drive Consultation Update 

Since the article in the recent copy of the Whiteley Voice, Hampshire County Council (HCC) has 

produced the results of the Yew Tree Drive consultation which asked residents and businesses 

whether the road should be opened before Whiteley Way is completed. The consultation which 

took place earlier this year included Burridge, areas of Park Gate and Lower Swanwick in 

addition to Whiteley. 

 Despite confusing and negative statements and misleading predictions of traffic volumes in the 

consultation document, the majority of residents 65%, and businesses 87%, want to see the road 

opened on a trial basis.  See the detailed report at www.whiteleypc.info.  

Although the majority of Whiteley residents are in favour of a trial opening, HCC has decided 

that the road will remain closed, but will review the situation when the planning application for 

North Whiteley is submitted. Winchester City Council (WCC) has already issued a statement 

supporting a trial and criticising the HCC decision making process. 

This is most disappointing and one reason stated by HCC for not proceeding is that the transport 

consultants acting for the North Whiteley consortium are in favour of retaining the bus gate in 

the short term. This is untrue and the consortium has issued a statement (copy on Parish Council 

website) stating that they are not opposed to a trial opening of Yew Tree Drive and were not 

consulted by HCC on this matter. HCC has also suggested that the opening of the road will have 

a detrimental affect on public transport at a time when the Parish Council is aware that HCC is 

considering further cuts to our already minimal bus services. 

Yew Tree Drive and Rookery Avenue were originally planned as distributor roads, forming an 
integral part of the access infrastructure for Whiteley, and yet again the views of its residents 
are being ignored by HCC.  Disappointingly, a full and meaningful analysis of the implications of 
not opening Yew Tree Drive has not been undertaken by the County Council. For example the 
continuing closure of the road presents very real difficulties for patients who use the Locks Road 
and Whiteley surgeries, and the practice doctors who have to respond in cases of emergency. 

In light of these developments the Parish Council will continue to support the wishes of 
residents and campaign to our MP and others for the completion of Yew Tree Drive and Rookery 
Avenue links to Botley Road.   

Hampshire County Council’s consultation analysis is available to view on the Parish Council’s 
website www.whiteleypc.info. 

The Parish Council has prepared a simplified analysis of all responses combined overleaf. 
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